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Socialization Process and Theories of Socialization
Introduction
Socialization is a process in which members of society gain awareness to social norms and values which enable them to have a better sense of self. It is a process through which a selfless infant is transformed into a full-grown individual well versed with the culture in the society. Therefore, socialization is a learning process which sometimes might involve stakeholders such as teachers, parents or a priest. It is based on the environment in which one is born. Furthermore, it is an involuntary process which begins immediately you are born in a certain society. Thus, socialization process involves the involuntary but coercive transfer of social order into an individual immediately they are born (Mike, 2015). This paper looks at some theories which explain socialization process in an effort to bring about the various ideologies which aid in understanding socialization and its importance.
Importance of Socialization
Socialization is very important for any individual living in a particular society. It is key in transforming a biological individual who is basically an infant into a social human being. This is done through the development of personality as someone continues to pass through various growth stages in the society. Due to socialization, therefore, individuals can learn culture which brings about a better understanding of the society thus making it possible for continuity through the transfer of culture and moral ethics. Furthermore, the natural and even supernatural environment is well understood as socialization process continues through various life stages, such an understanding makes people live better through upholding certain moral principles which are important in any society (Thompson et al., 2016).
Discipline is developed through socialization. Since the process involves social learning, rules of social behavior are acquired in the process which then makes an individual more disciplined in their interaction and daily lives (Baltes, & Schaie, 2013). Therefore, people begin to live as per the expectations of the society. The discipline also enables people to understand even their roles better. An individual, therefore, learns the norms associated with certain roles which adjust their attitude concerning individual roles. Right aspirations and desires are also developed through socialization. Socialization is what develops an individual’s professional, educational, religious and political orientation in the latter life. Thus, the destiny of an individual and mankind at large is also shaped. A generation can be oriented in a way that the society would desire to see it (Baltes, & Schaie, 2013).
Theories of Socialization
There are several theories which explain socialization process. Amongst them are psychoanalytic, socio-learning theory and symbolic-cognitive theory.
i.) Psychoanalysis Theory (Freud’s Theory)
The theory was developed by Sigmund Fred an Australian psychiatrist. His contribution to the process of personality development cannot be ignored. Other theorists such as T. Parsons have adopted his work in their effort to provide further details on the socialization process. His approach is based on the view that the relation between a child and a parent is key in personality development. Here, interaction processes during the various psychosexual stages of development in the family are key in making a child socialized. Therefore, the quality of an emotional relationship between the mother and the child is key in interpreting the various personality characteristics developed in the child. The interactions may come by as the mother trains the child on aspects such as feeding, bathing and using facilities such as toilet which then forms an important social foundation (Marcus, 2016).
The theory asserts that through the child's development processes, aspects such as ego begins to appear. For instance, ego would have a primary function in reality formation and direct the child's energies into proper functions. Behaviors which are based on id such as immediate gratification begin to die out as the child goes through childhood into the next development stage (Marcus, 2016). The child begins now to know aspects such as waiting until dinner time when the food is fully and well prepared.
Therefore, Freud believed that the human mind can be divided into the id, the ego and superego. The id represents the desires which driven by instincts and thus un-socialized aspects in the human nature which is the source of drives such as hunger and aggression. On the other hand, ego connects the desires and real action. However, superego which is now the conscious is used to represent norms, values and traditions. It is developed through the parent's effort which are now internalized and also the social authority (Marcus, 2016). Therefore, Freud views it as the way in which the values are transferred into the child from one generation to the next.
ii.) Social-learning Approach
In social learning theory, people learn from each other as per Bandura. The theory has sometimes been taken as a link between behaviorist and cognitive learning theories since it involves attention, memory and motivation. The theory asserts that we learn through observation of others behavior and attitudes through a modeling procedure. Through the observation, one can get ideas on how new behaviors are done. Such information can, later on, be used by an individual as a guide for some actions in them. Therefore, the theory views human behavior as a product of continuous interaction with between cognitive, behavioral and environmental factors (Rosenthal, & Zimmerman, 2014).
According to the social learning theory, there are various necessary conditions for effective behavior modeling. These are the amount of attention paid which may be affected by complexity or the value attached to the information, retention of what is given attention, image reproduction and individual motivation which then gives someone a reason to imitate what they have learned. Therefore, Bandura believed in reciprocal determinism which says that the world and an individual’s behavior cause each other alternatively. Therefore, the theory agrees that personality I an interaction between the environment, behavior and an individual’s psychological processes (Rosenthal, & Zimmerman, 2014).
iii.) Symbolic-Cognitive Theory
[bookmark: _GoBack]The theory gives an emphasis that self and society cannot be treated as separate entities. The approach, therefore, looks at social order as existing due to the relationship between social institutions each having roles which interrelate. It is these roles which define the expected code of conduct for each individual in the society as they move into various roles. Upon movement in the particular role which is acceptable as appropriate, then the theory agrees that the individual has been socialized (Richards, & Gastil, 2015). Therefore, an individual can evaluate their behavior from the viewpoint of the society which then makes them initiate an appropriate behavior change as the need arises through self-examination. The approach, therefore, views socialization as an outcome of the interaction between individuals and the society as the child progresses through related development steps. How fast or slow the child develops is dictated by its ability to mature and the characteristics of the social order. The processing of the information by the child is dependent on its stage of cognitive development (Richards, & Gastil, 2015).
Here, three stages of moral development are given with each stage having two stages. Pre-moral level stage in which the child is initially controlled by punishment before it becomes aware of rewards and thus shifts behavior to obtain rewards. The stage occurs up to about ten years. Conventional morality involves internalization of the various expectations which the society begins to have on the child. The child starts to conform to rules in the society and also internalizes the acceptable code of behavior making it develop a sense of duty. At principled morality, the individual now behaves as per the acceptable and moral code of conduct even though they argue that a change I necessary. Furthermore, the individual begins to breaks some rules to have freedom and justice (Richards, & Gastil, 2015).
Conclusion
In conclusion, socialization is indeed a social concept which requires a close investigation through the study on the various theorists set up to explain it. However, the basic agreement between all the presented theories is that the concept is key in childhood and adulthood transformation process even though various theorists use different approaches to achieve the same results.
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